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FIG. 2

A: SSID(16)

B: ENCRYPTION KEY(16)

C: POWER SUPPLY START-UP STATE(1)
D: START-UP AVAILABILITY STATE(1)

Z: NON-USE(30)
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 7
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FIG. 9

o
No connection is available.

The remaining battery level of
the communication device may not
be sufficient.
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FIG. 10

A B clp| E |

A: SSID(16)

B: ENCRYPTION KEY(16)

C: POWER SUPPLY START-UP STATE(1)
D: START-UP AVAILABILITY STATE(1)

E: START-UP PERIOD(4)

Z: NON-USE(26)
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FIG. 12
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FIG. 14

A Wi-Fi connection is
in progress.

The camera is being turned on.

The connection will be established
within 3 sec.
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INFORMATION PROCESSING APPARATUS,
CONTROL METHOD THEREFOR, AND
RECORDING MEDIUM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a technology for transmit-
ting and receiving information via wireless communication.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, a scheme for setting up communication
connections such as wireless local area network (LAN) or
Bluetooth (registered trademark) connection with simple
operations, called a handover, has been proposed. A handover
is a process for switching from a short range communication
protocol such as near-field communication (NFC), which
devices use to exchange information necessary for authenti-
cation, such as configuration information, to a longer range
communication protocol such as wireless LAN after such
information has been exchanged.

For example, Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2011-
151746 proposes a technology for implementing switching of
communication protocols. In the proposed technology, upon
receiving a switch request in a handover attempt, an informa-
tion terminal determines whether or not it is ready to support
a target communication protocol, and, if it is determined that
the information terminal is not ready to support the target
communication protocol, the information terminal is made
ready to support the target communication protocol, thereby
implementing the switching to the target communication pro-
tocol.

In the technology proposed in Japanese Patent Laid-Open
No. 2011-151746, if a communication partner device is not
ready to support a target communication protocol, the infor-
mation terminal is made ready to support the target commu-
nication protocol during a handover, thereby realizing the
switching to the target communication protocol. However,
the switching operation takes a certain amount of time. For
example, if a long time is taken for the information terminal to
get ready to support the target communication protocol, the
information terminal may not be able to receive a response to
a communication connection request for a continuous period
of time. In this case, some information terminals may deter-
mine that the handover has failed if the number of retries
exceeds a certain value.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

There is provided an information processing apparatus, for
communicating with a communication device using a first
wireless communication protocol and a second wireless com-
munication protocol different from the first wireless commu-
nication protocol. The information processing apparatus
includes a first wireless communication unit configured to use
the first wireless communication protocol and configured to
receive information, relating to a start-up state of the commu-
nication device, from the communication device using the
first wireless communication protocol, a second wireless
communication unit configured to use the second wireless
communication protocol, and a control unit configured to
control a sequence for establishing connection, using the
second wireless communication unit and the second wireless
communication protocol, with the communication device.
The control unit is arranged to change the sequence for estab-
lishing connection, using the second wireless communication
unit and the second wireless communication protocol, in
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2

accordance with the content of the received information relat-
ing to the start-up state of the communication device.
Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of an internal
configuration of a communication device according to a first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of the data
format of a tag memory according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of an internal
configuration of an information terminal according to the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a network
system configuration according to the first exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the flow of an existing
handover process.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the flow of a process for
storing information in the tag memory according to the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a processing sequence of a
handover process according to the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of a determi-
nation table according to the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of a failure
notification screen according to the first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of the data
format of a tag memory according to a second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating the flow of a process for
storing information in the tag memory according to the sec-
ond exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating a processing sequence of
a handover process according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of a determi-
nation table according to the second exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of a remaining
time notification screen according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
internal configuration of the communication device accord-
ing to the first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating another example of the
internal configuration of the information terminal according
to the first exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating an example of a determi-
nation table according to another exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS
Some exemplary embodiments of the present invention
will be described in detail hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

First Exemplary Embodiment

A first exemplary embodiment of the present invention will
be described hereinafter.
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Configuration of Communication Device 100

FIG.1is aprocessing block diagram illustrating an internal
configuration of a communication device 100, which is an
example of a communication device according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. Examples of the
communication device may include a mobile phone, a digital
camera, a music player, a tablet terminal, a personal com-
puter, and a mobile access point. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the
communication device 100 includes a control unit 101, a
read-only memory (ROM) 102, a random access memory
(RAM) 103, a display unit 104, an operation unit 105, a
storage unit 106, a close proximity wireless communication
unit 107, a close range wireless communication unit 108, a tag
memory 110, and a power supply control unit 111. The con-
trol unit 101, the ROM 102, the RAM 103, the display unit
104, the operation unit 105, the storage unit 106, the close
proximity wireless communication unit 107, and the close
range wireless communication unit 108 are connected to one
another via an internal bus 109 serving as a data transmission
path. The tag memory 110 is included in the close proximity
wireless communication unit 107. The power supply control
unit 111 is controlled using the control unit 101, the operation
unit 105, and the close proximity wireless communication
unit 107.

The control unit 101 is a processing block configured to
control the overall operation of the communication device
100, and is formed of, for example, a central processing unit
(CPU). The control unit 101 executes a program stored in the
ROM 102, thereby implementing various functions.

The ROM 102 is a non-volatile memory, and is a memory
configured to store data and a processing program to be
executed by the control unit 101.

The RAM 103 is a volatile memory, and is used as a
working memory for the control unit 101 or as a temporary
data storage area.

The display unit 104 is a processing block configured to
display and output information to a user, and may be formed
of, for example, a liquid crystal panel, an organic electrolu-
minescent (EL) panel, or the like.

The operation unit 105 is a processing block configured to
receive an instruction input from the user, and may include
buttons, a cross key, a touch panel, and so forth.

The storage unit 106 is a processing block configured to
store and read information in and from a large-capacity
recording medium such as a built-in hard disk, a built-in flash
memory, or a removable memory card.

The close proximity wireless communication unit 107 is a
processing block configured to perform close proximity wire-
less communication based on the near-field communication
(NFC) protocol which uses the 13.56 MHz frequency band.
The close proximity wireless communication unit 107 targets
a communication distance of 10 cm or less although the
communication distance depends on the environment. The
close proximity wireless communication unit 107 includes a
resonant circuit including an inductor and a capacitor, a
demodulation circuit configured to demodulate a signal
received by the resonant circuit, a transmission circuit con-
figured to amplify the carrier and transmit the amplified car-
rier from the resonant circuit, and so forth. The close prox-
imity wireless communication unit 107 also includes the tag
memory 110, and has a function, as an NFC card function, to
transmit information stored in the tag memory 110 to an
external device having an NFC reader/writer function. The
function of the close proximity wireless communication unit
107 is an example of an information transmission unit. In this
exemplary embodiment, close proximity wireless communi-
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cation is implemented using NFC. Any other communication
protocol such as Infrared Data Association (IrDA) may be
used.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the data format of the tag
memory 110 according to this exemplary embodiment. As
illustrated in FIG. 2, the tag memory 110 has a total capacity
of 64 bytes, and is configured to store information concerning
a service set identifier (SSID) (16 bytes), an encryption key
(16 bytes), a power supply start-up state (1 byte), and a
start-up availability state (1 byte). The SSID and encryption
key are information necessary to connect to a wireless LAN
network, which is configured by the close range wireless
communication unit 108 described below. The power supply
start-up state is information indicating the power supply start-
up state of the communication device 100. In this exemplary
embodiment, three types of power supply start-up states are
defined: “0: On-state (normal mode)”, “1: On-state (energy-
saving mode)”, and “2: Off-state”. The state “0: On-state
(normal mode)” is a state where all the function blocks of the
communication device 100 are in operation, and indicates
that, for example, the communication device 100 is being
operated by a user. The state “1: On-state (energy-saving
mode)” is a state where some of the function blocks are in
operation, and corresponds to, for example, a standby mode
in which the communication device 100 is maintained pow-
ered up but is not being operated by a user. In this state, the
access point function of the close range wireless communi-
cation unit 108, described below, is not started. The state “2:
Off-state” is a state where the communication device 100
stays powered off. The start-up availability state is informa-
tion indicating whether or not the communication device 100
is ready to enter from the “2: Off-state” state to the “0:
On-state (normal mode)” or “l: On-state (energy-saving
mode)” state, and is either “0: Available” or “1: Not avail-
able”. The start-up availability state is information which is
valid only when the power supply start-up state is “2: Off-
state”. For example, if the communication device 100, which
is battery driven, has no battery remaining and the power
supply start-up state is “2: Off-state”, the start-up availability
state is “1: Not available”. The above power supply start-up
states are examples of a plurality of operation modes.

The read and write operation of the tag memory 110
described above may be performed using the control unit 101
and also using an external device having the NFC reader/
writer function via close proximity wireless communication.
In the case of close proximity wireless communication with
an external device, control is executed by using the electric
power generated by electromagnetic induction when radio
waves supplied from the external device are received. There-
fore, the read and write operation may be performed using an
external device even while the communication device 100 is
in a power-off state.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the close range wireless commu-
nication unit 108 is a processing block configured to perform
wireless LAN communication based on the Institute of Elec-
trical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 protocol,
which is longer range communication than the communica-
tion performed by the close proximity wireless communica-
tion unit 107. The close range wireless communication unit
108 includes a baseband/media access control (MAC) con-
troller circuit, a radio-frequency (RF) module, an antenna,
and so forth. The close range wireless communication unit
108 has an access point function to self-configure a wireless
LAN network, and receives a wireless LAN connection
request from an external device having a station function. The
close range wireless communication unit 108 may not neces-
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sarily be a wireless LAN communication unit, and may be
based on, for example, Bluetooth (registered trademark).

The power supply control unit 111 is a block configured to
control the supply of battery power to the entirety of the
communication device 100, and is controlled using the con-
trol unit 101, the operation unit 105, and the close proximity
wireless communication unit 107. Specifically, if the remain-
ing battery level is lower than a certain threshold value,
power-off processing is executed by the control unit 101. If
power supply processing is executed by the user operating a
power supply button, control is executed in accordance with
an input signal from the operation unit 105. If power-on
processing is executed using an external device via close
proximity wireless communication based on the NFC proto-
col, control is executed in accordance with a signal from the
close proximity wireless communication unit 107.
Configuration of Information Terminal

FIG. 3 is aprocessing block diagram illustrating an internal
configuration of an information terminal 300, which is an
example of an information terminal according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention. Examples of the
information terminal may include a mobile phone, a digital
camera, a music player, a tablet terminal, and a personal
computer. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the information terminal
300 includes a control unit 301, a ROM 302, a RAM 303, a
display unit 304, an operation unit 305, a storage unit 306, a
close proximity wireless communication unit 307, and aclose
range wireless communication unit 308. The above compo-
nents are connected to one another via an internal bus 309
serving as a data transmission path.

The control unit 301 is a processing block configured to
control the overall operation of the information terminal 300,
and is formed of, for example, a CPU. The control unit 301
executes a program stored in the ROM 302, thereby imple-
menting various functions.

The ROM 302 is a non-volatile memory, and is a memory
configured to store data and a processing program to be
executed by the control unit 301.

The RAM 303 is a volatile memory, and is used as a
working memory for the control unit 301 or as a temporary
data storage area.

The display unit 304 is a processing block configured to
display and output information to a user, and may be formed
of, similarly to the display unit 104 of the communication
device 100, for example, a liquid crystal panel, an organic EL.
panel, or the like.

The operation unit 305 is a processing block configured to
receive an instruction input from the user, and may include,
similarly to the display unit 104 of the communication device
100, buttons, a cross key, a touch panel, and so forth.

The storage unit 306 is a processing block configured to
store and read information in and from a large-capacity
recording medium such as a built-in hard disk, a built-in flash
memory, or a removable memory card.

The close proximity wireless communication unit 307 is a
processing block configured to perform close proximity wire-
less communication based on the NFC protocol. The close
proximity wireless communication unit 307 includes a reso-
nant circuit including an inductor and a capacitor, a demodu-
lation circuit configured to demodulate a signal received by
the resonant circuit, a transmission circuit configured to
amplify the carrier and transmit the amplified carrier from the
resonant circuit, and so forth. The close proximity wireless
communication unit 307 has an NFC reader/writer function to
implement a function to read information from an external
device having an NFC card function. This function is an
example of an information reception unit.
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The close range wireless communication unit 308 is a
processing block configured to perform wireless LAN com-
munication based on the IEEE 802.11 protocol. The close
range wireless communication unit 308 includes a baseband/
MAC controller circuit, an RF module, an antenna, and so
forth. The close range wireless communication unit 308 has a
station function to connect to a wireless LAN network con-
figured by an access point.

Network System Configuration

FIG. 4 is a diagram schematically illustrating an example
of a network system according to this exemplary embodi-
ment. In this exemplary embodiment, a description will be
given of a system in which wireless communication connec-
tion is established between a communication device and an
information terminal, where, by way of example, the com-
munication device is a digital camera and the information
terminal is a mobile phone. As illustrated in FIG. 4, a network
system includes the communication device 100 and the infor-
mation terminal 300, and the communication device 100 and
the information terminal 300 are configured to communicate
with each other via close proximity wireless communication
based on the NFC protocol. The close proximity wireless
communication based on the NFC protocol is an example of
a first wireless communication protocol. The communication
device 100 and the information terminal 300 are also config-
ured to communicate with each other via close range wireless
communication based on the wireless LAN protocol. The
close range wireless communication based on the wireless
LAN protocol is an example of a second wireless communi-
cation protocol. In this case, the communication device 100
described with reference to FIG. 1 further includes an image
capturing unit 112 (see FIG. 15). The image capturing unit
112 converts object light focused by a lens into an electrical
signal, performs processing such as noise reduction, and out-
puts digital data as image data. The information terminal 300
described with reference to FIG. 3 further includes an image
capturing unit 310 and a telephone network communication
unit 311 for accessing a mobile phone network (FIG. 16).

As described above, in the NFC protocol, communication
is executed in such a way that the information terminal 300
having a reader/writer function reads information stored in
the tag memory 110 of the communication device 100 having
a card function.

In the wireless LAN protocol, by contrast, the communi-
cation device 100 has an access point function, and commu-
nication is executed in such a way that the information termi-
nal 300 having a station function connects to a wireless LAN
network configured by the communication device 100 in an
infrastructure mode.

In FIG. 4, a digital camera is used as a communication
device and a smartphone is used as an information terminal,
by way of example. This example does not limit a system
configuration to which the present invention is applicable.

The flow of an existing handover process, which is
executed in the network configuration illustrated in FIG. 4,
will now be briefly described with reference to FIG. 5. The
following description is based on the assumption that the
power of the communication device 100 and the information
terminal 300 stay powered on.

As illustrated in the upper portion of FIG. 5, before the
initiation of a handover, wireless LAN parameter information
(SSID, encryption key) for connecting to a wireless LAN
network configured by using the access point function of the
communication device 100 is stored in the tag memory 110
(S501). The processing of S501 may be performed through an
input operation performed by the user using the operation unit
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105, or may be automatically performed by means of the
control unit 101 of the communication device 100.

After the above operation has been performed, when the
user brings the information terminal 300 into close proximity
to the communication device 100, NFC-based close proxim-
ity wireless communication is executed, and the wireless
LAN parameter information stored in the tag memory 110 is
transmitted to the information terminal 300 (S502). Then, the
information terminal 300 transmits acommunication connec-
tion request to the wireless LAN network associated with the
SSID included in the wireless LAN parameter information
received in S501 (S503).

Thereafter, upon receiving the communication connection
request, the communication device 100 transmits a response
indicating permission of the request to the information termi-
nal 300 (S504). Accordingly, wireless LAN communication
connection is established between the communication device
100 and the information terminal 300. Through the thus
established wireless LAN communication, for example,
image data obtained by capturing an image using a digital
camera can be transmitted to a mobile phone. Alternatively,
through the wireless LAN communication, image data
obtained by capturing an image using a mobile phone can be
transmitted to a digital camera. The image data to be trans-
mitted and received may be selected by the device on the
transmitter side or may be selected by the device on the
receiver side.

The flow of the existing handover process has been
described. This procedure may eliminate the need for user
input of parameters for establishing wireless LAN commu-
nication connection, and facilitate the setup of an environ-
ment where image data can be exchanged via wireless LAN
communication. Here, data to be exchanged via wireless
LAN communication is image data, by way of example, for
ease of description. However, this is merely an example. For
example, data to be exchanged via wireless LAN communi-
cation may be moving image data or audio data. Note that
NFC-based close proximity wireless communication has a
lower communication speed than wireless LAN communica-
tion. For this reason, in this exemplary embodiment, it is
basically assumed that image data itself is transmitted and
received via wireless LAN communication. However, com-
paratively small size data such as metadata attached to the
image data and thumbnails may be transmitted and received
via NFC-based close proximity wireless communication.

A description has been given of the configuration of the
communication device 100 and the information terminal 300
and the network system configuration according to this exem-
plary embodiment. A handover process according to the
present invention in the above-described configuration will
now be described with reference to the drawings.
Information Storage Process for Tag Memory 110

First, a process for storing information in the tag memory
110 of the communication device 100 according to this exem-
plary embodiment will be described with reference to FIG. 6.
This process is an example of a process performed by a
storage unit.

The process is based on the assumption that wireless LAN
parameter information (SSID, encryption key) for connecting
to a wireless LAN network configured by using the access
point function of the close range wireless communication unit
108 is stored in the tag memory 110 in advance.

The processing flow illustrated in FIG. 6 is executed at the
time when the power supply start-up state of the communi-
cation device 100 is changed. As described above, in this
exemplary embodiment, the power supply start-up state is any
of “0: On-state (normal mode)”, “1: On-state (energy-saving
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mode)”, and “2: Off-state”. The illustrated process starts
when, for example, the power of the communication device
100 is turned on or, conversely, the power of the communi-
cation device 100 is turned off in accordance with a user
operation. The illustrated process is also executed when, in
the power-on state, the mode is changed from the normal
mode to the energy-saving mode.

In S601, the control unit 101 determines whether the
change of the power supply start-up state indicates that the
power of the communication device 100 is turned off. If the
determination is YES, the process proceeds to S602. If the
determination is NO, the process proceeds to S606. The deter-
mination may be YES when, for example, a transition to “2:
Off-state” has occurred in response to a power-off operation
performed by the user or when an automatic transition to “2:
Off-state” has occurred since the remaining battery level is
less than a certain threshold value. The determination may be
NO when, for example, a transition to “0: On-state (normal
mode)” has occurred in response to a power-on operation
performed by the user. Other examples include a case where
a transition to “l: On-state (energy-saving mode)” has
occurred since no user operation has been performed for a
certain period of time, and a case where a transition to “0:
On-state (normal mode)” has occurred in response to a user
operation performed in the energy-saving mode.

In S602, the control unit 101 determines whether it is
possible to turn on the power of the communication device
100 after the communication device 100 has entered the
power-off state. This determination process is based on the
remaining battery level of the communication device 100. If
the determination is YES, the process proceeds to S603. If the
determination is NO, the process proceeds to S605. For
example, in a case where an automatic transition to “2: Oft-
state” has occurred since the remaining battery level is less
than a certain threshold value, the determination is NO.

In S603, the control unit 101 updates the information con-
cerning the power supply start-up state and start-up availabil-
ity state in the tag memory 110. In S603, the power supply
start-up state is set to “2: Off-state” and the start-up availabil-
ity state is set to “0: Available”.

In S604, the control unit 101 turns off the power supply to
the communication device 100. Then, the process ends.

IfNO is determined in S602, in S605, the control unit 101
updates the information concerning the power supply start-up
state and start-up availability state in the tag memory 110. In
S605, the power supply start-up state is set to “2: Off-state”
and the start-up availability state is set to “1: Not available”.

IfNO is determined in S601, then in S606, the control unit
101 executes a transition to a specified power supply start-up
state.

In S607, the control unit 101 determines whether the
change of the power supply start-up state indicates a transi-
tion to the power-on state in the normal mode or a transition
to the power-on state in the energy-saving mode. If a transi-
tion to the normal mode is determined (YES), the process
proceeds to S608. If a transition to the energy-saving mode is
determined (NO), the process proceeds to S609.

In S608, the control unit 101 updates the information con-
cerning the power supply start-up state in the tag memory
110. In S608, the power supply start-up state is set to “0:
On-state (normal mode)”.

In S609, the control unit 101 updates the information con-
cerning the power supply start-up state in the tag memory
110. In S609, the power supply start-up state is set to “1:
On-state (energy-saving mode)”.

The information storage process for the tag memory 110
has been described.
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As described above, the description is based on the
assumption that wireless LAN parameter information (SSID,
encryption key) is stored in the tag memory 110 in advance.
For example, fixed wireless LAN parameter information may
instead be written to the tag memory 110 before factory
shipment. Alternatively, a setting menu screen may be dis-
played on the display unit 104, and the wireless LAN param-
eter information in the tag memory 110 may be updated at the
time when the network settings for the wireless LAN are
changed in accordance with an input operation performed by
the user using the operation unit 105.

Handover Process

The details of the handover process executed between the
communication device 100 and the information terminal 300
according to this exemplary embodiment will now be
described with reference to the drawings.

Herein, in a typical processing sequence according to the
present invention, by way of example, the power supply start-
up state of the communication device 100 is “2: Off-state”,
and the start-up availability state of the communication
device 100 is “O: Available”. A processing sequence to be
performed when the handover process is initiated in the above
conditions will be described with reference to FIG. 7. An
example of the other power supply start-up states and start-up
availability states will be described below.

In S701, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 enables the NFC reader/writer function in accordance
with a user operation. The NFC reader/writer function may be
enabled by, for example, the pressing of a certain button of the
operation unit 305.

In S702, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 transmits a read request signal by using the reader/writer
function of the close proximity wireless communication unit
307. The processing of S702 is executed in response to the
information terminal 300 and the communication device 100
being brought into close proximity within the communication
range for NFC communication by the user. The communica-
tion range of the NFC protocol is a range with a close distance
of approximately 10 cm. For example, a screen for prompting
the user to bring the information terminal 300 into close
proximity to the communication device 100 (or to cause the
information terminal 300 to touch the communication device
100) is displayed on the display unit 304 of the information
terminal 300. When the user causes the information terminal
300 to touch the communication device 100, a read request
signal transmitted from the close proximity wireless commu-
nication unit 307 arrives at the close proximity wireless com-
munication unit 107 of the communication device 100. In
FIG. 7, shaded areas on the vertical axes indicate that the
respective devices are in close proximity within the commu-
nication range for NFC communication. The read request is
an example of an information acquisition request.

In S703, the close proximity wireless communication unit
107 of the communication device 100 reads information
stored in the tag memory 110, and transmits the read infor-
mation to the information terminal 300 as a response signal to
the read request signal. The information to be transmitted
here includes wireless LAN parameter information (SSID,
encryption key) for connecting to a wireless LAN network
configured by using the access point function of the close
range wireless communication unit 108 of the communica-
tion device 100. The information also includes the informa-
tion concerning the power supply start-up state (“2: Off-
state”) and the start-up availability state (“0: Available”). The
processing of S703 is executed while the communication
device 100 is in a power-off state. The close proximity wire-
less communication unit 107 of the communication device
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100 executes processing by using the electric power gener-
ated by electromagnetic induction when receiving radio
waves supplied from the close proximity wireless communi-
cation unit 307 of the information terminal 300.

After S703, the processing (S704) of the communication
device 100 and the processing (S705) of the information
terminal 300 are started in parallel.

In S704, the close proximity wireless communication unit
107 of the communication device 100 controls the power
supply control unit 111 to enable the supply of battery power
to the communication device 100 to start the overall system of
the communication device 100. In addition to this, the close
proximity wireless communication unit 107 requests the con-
trol unit 101 to enable the close range wireless communica-
tion unit 108. Upon receiving this request, the control unit 101
enables the access point function of the close range wireless
communication unit 108. The processing of S704 is an
example of a process performed by an enabling unit.

In S705, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 analyzes the information received in S703, and deter-
mines the transmission timing condition under which a com-
munication connection request is transmitted by the close
range wireless communication unit 308. Specifically, the con-
trol unit 301 refers to a determination table included in
advance in the information terminal 300 on the basis of the
acquired information concerning the start-up availability
state and the power supply start-up state to determine whether
or not a communication connection request is to be transmit-
ted from the close range wireless communication unit 308
and to determine the transmission timing condition if' a com-
munication connection request is to be transmitted. The pro-
cessing of S705 is an example of a process performed by a
determination unit.

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of a determination table
according to this exemplary embodiment. As illustrated in
FIG. 8, the determination table contains information associ-
ated with the acquired information on the start-up availability
state and the power supply start-up state, which includes
availability of transmission of a communication connection
request, a waiting period, and the number of retries. The
availability of transmission indicates whether or not the infor-
mation terminal 300 will transmit a communication connec-
tion request from the close range wireless communication
unit 308 after S705. The waiting period indicates a waiting
period from the time when the processing of S705 is per-
formed to the time when the information terminal 300 trans-
mits a communication connection request through the close
range wireless communication unit 308. The number of
retries indicates the maximum number of retransmission
attempts of a communication connection request from the
close range wireless communication unit 308. In the illus-
trated example of the processing sequence, since the power
supply start-up state is “2: Off-state” and the start-up avail-
ability state is “0: Available”, the transmission conditions of
No. 3 are determined.

Referring back to FIG. 7, in S706, the control unit 301 of
the information terminal 300 waits for a certain period of time
in accordance with a waiting period condition in the trans-
mission timing condition determined in S705. In a case where
the station function of the close range wireless communica-
tion unit 308 is not enabled, the control unit 301 may start the
station function.

In S707, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 controls the close range wireless communication unit 308
to transmit a communication connection request to the com-
munication device 100 in order to connect to a wireless LAN
network configured by using the access point function of the



US 9,258,836 B2

11

close range wireless communication unit 108 of the commu-
nication device 100. The processing of S707 corresponds to a
connection request unit according to the present invention. In
the illustrated example, the wireless LAN parameter infor-
mation (SSID, encryption key) acquired in S703 is used.
Herein, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the access point function of
the close range wireless communication unit 108 of the com-
munication device 100 is still being started and is not yet
enabled when the processing of S707 is executed. Thus, no
response is made to the communication connection request
transmitted in S707.

In S708, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 determines that a timeout has occurred because no
response to the communication connection request transmit-
ted in S707 is made from the communication device 100 for
a certain period of time. The timeout period may be 500 ms,
1 sec, or the like.

In S709, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 re-transmits the communication connection request to
the communication device 100 in accordance with a number-
of-retries condition in the transmission timing condition
determined in S705. Since the access point function of the
close range wireless communication unit 108 of the commu-
nication device 100 is enabled at this time, the transmitted
communication connection request is received by the com-
munication device 100.

In S710, the control unit 101 of the communication device
100 determines that the wireless LAN parameter information
(SSID, encryption key) transmitted in S709 is valid, and
controls the close range wireless communication unit 108 to
transmit a response indicating permission of the communica-
tion connection request to the information terminal 300.
Accordingly, wireless LAN communication connection is
established between the communication device 100 and the
information terminal 300. The processing of S710 is an
example of a process performed by a connection request
response unit.

The details of the handover process executed between the
communication device 100 and the information terminal 300
according to this exemplary embodiment have been described
with reference to FIG. 7.

An example of the power supply start-up states and the
start-up availability states other than those of No. 3 in FIG. 8
will now be described. In the example for No. 1, since all the
function blocks of the communication device 100 are in
operation and the duration of processing in step S704 is very
short, the waiting period is O seconds (or a duration of several
hundreds of milliseconds). Thus, the processing of S706 on
the information terminal 300 side is omitted. In the example
of No. 2, since the access point function of the close range
wireless communication unit 108 needs to be started, the
duration of processing in S704 is longer than for No. 1.
However, the duration of processing in S704 is shorter than
that for No. 3 where all the processing blocks need to be
started. Thus, the waiting period (S706) is 3 seconds between
the waiting periods for No. 1 and No. 3. In the example of No.
4, since the start up of the communication device 100 is not
available, in S705, a screen indicating that the handover pro-
cess has failed is presented to the user. Then, the handover
process ends. The processing of S704 and the steps after S706
is not executed. FIG. 9 illustrates an example of the failure
notification screen presented to the user on the display unit
304. An example of the power supply start-up states and the
start-up availability states other than those for No. 3 has been
described.

The exemplary embodiment described above enables the
information terminal 300 to be controlled not to transmit a
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communication connection request for a wireless LAN as
much as possible while the communication device 100 is
starting the access point function of the close range wireless
communication unit 108. In addition, in a case where the start
up of the communication device 100 is not possible, the
information terminal 300 may be controlled not to transmit a
communication connection request for a wireless LAN.
Accordingly, the information terminal 300 may execute
transmission control of a communication connection request
for a wireless LAN at an optimum time in the handover
process.

In this exemplary embodiment, in order to turn on the
power of the communication device 100 that is in a power-off
state via close proximity wireless communication based on
the NFC protocol, the tag memory 110 whose read and write
operation is enabled only by the electric power of the infor-
mation terminal 300 is included in the communication device
100. However, the tag memory 110 is not essential to the
present invention. In a case where the power supply start-up
state of the communication device 100, which is in the
energy-saving mode, is changed to the normal mode via close
proximity wireless communication based on the NFC proto-
col, the close proximity wireless communication unit 107 of
the communication device 100 may merely have an NFC card
emulation function and the control unit 101 stores an SSID,
an encryption key, a power supply start-up state, and a start-up
availability state, instead of the tag memory 110 and responds
to access from the communication device 100. Alternatively,
both the communication device 100 and the information ter-
minal 300 may have an NFC peer-to-peer (P2P) function and
the control unit 101 stores an SSID, an encryption key, a
power supply start-up state, and a start-up availability state,
instead of the tag memory 110 and responds to access from
the communication device 100.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

A second exemplary embodiment of the present invention
will now be described.

Inthe first exemplary embodiment, by way of example, the
communication device 100 stores wireless LAN parameter
information (SSID, encryption key) and information con-
cerning the power supply start-up state and the start-up avail-
ability state in the tag memory 110. In this exemplary embodi-
ment, start-up period information (4 bytes) is further stored,
and the information terminal 300 determines the transmission
condition for a communication connection request for close
range wireless communication in accordance with the stored
start-up period information.

Components having substantially the same functional con-
figurations as those in the first exemplary embodiment are
assigned the same numerals to avoid redundant description,
and characteristic portions of the second exemplary embodi-
ment will be described in detail.

The internal configuration of the communication device
100 and the information terminal 300 and the network system
configuration according to this exemplary embodiment are
similar to those in the first exemplary embodiment, and a
description thereof is thus omitted.

Data Format of Tag Memory 110

FIG. 10 illustrates an example of the data format of the tag
memory 110 according to this exemplary embodiment. As
illustrated in F1G. 10, the tag memory 110 has a total capacity
of 64 bytes, and is configured to store information concerning
an SSID (16 bytes), an encryption key (16 bytes), a power
supply start-up state (1 byte), a start-up availability state (1
byte), and a start-up period (4 bytes). The SSID, the encryp-
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tion key, the power supply start-up state, and the start-up
availability state have been described in the first exemplary
embodiment. The start-up period is information concerning
the time period from the time when information in the tag
memory 110 is transmitted to an external device via close
proximity wireless communication to the time when the close
range wireless communication unit 108 is enabled (or is ready
to make a response). The start-up period corresponds to the
time period required in S704 in the sequence diagram illus-
trated in FIG. 7.

Information Storage Process for Tag Memory 110

A process for storing information in the tag memory 110 of
the communication device 100 according to this exemplary
embodiment will now be described with reference to FIG. 11.
The following description will be given of only processing
steps different from those in the storage process according to
the first exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6.

In S1101, the control unit 101 updates the information
concerning the power supply start-up state, start-up availabil-
ity state, and start-up period in the tag memory 110. In S1101,
the power supply start-up state is set to “2: Off-state”, the
start-up availability state is set to “0: Available”, and the
start-up period is set to “7 seconds”.

In S1102, the control unit 101 updates the information
concerning the power supply start-up state and start-up period
in the tag memory 110. In S1102, the power supply start-up
state is set to “0: On-state (normal mode)” and the start-up
period is set to “0 seconds”.

In S1103, the control unit 101 updates the information
concerning the power supply start-up state and start-up period
in the tag memory 110. In S1103, the power supply start-up
state is set to “1: On-state (energy-saving mode)” and the
start-up period is set to “1 second”.

The information storage process for the tag memory 110
according to this exemplary embodiment has been described.
Handover Process

The details of the handover process executed between the
communication device 100 and the information terminal 300
according to this exemplary embodiment will now be
described with reference to FIG. 12. The following descrip-
tion will be given of only processing steps different from
those in the handover process according to the first exemplary
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7.

In S1201, the close proximity wireless communication unit
107 of the communication device 100 reads information
stored in the tag memory 110, and transmits the read infor-
mation to the information terminal 300 as a response signal to
the read request signal. The information to be transmitted
here includes wireless LAN parameter information (SSID,
encryption key) for connecting to a wireless LAN network
configured by using the access point function of the close
range wireless communication unit 108 of the communica-
tion device 100. The information also includes the informa-
tion concerning the power supply start-up state (“2: Off-
state”), the information concerning the start-up availability
state (“0: Available™), and the start-up period information (“7
seconds”). The processing of S1201 is executed while the
communication device 100 is in a power-off state. The close
proximity wireless communication unit 107 of the commu-
nication device 100 executes processing by using the electric
power generated by electromagnetic induction when receiv-
ing radio waves supplied from the close proximity wireless
communication unit 307 of the information terminal 300.

After S1201, the processing (S704) of the communication
device 100 and the processing (S1202) of the information
terminal 300 are started in parallel.
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In S1202, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 analyzes the information received in S1201, and deter-
mines the transmission timing condition under which a com-
munication connection request is transmitted by the close
range wireless communication unit 308. Specifically, the con-
trol unit 301 refers to a determination table included in
advance in the information terminal 300 on the basis of the
acquired information concerning the start-up availability
state and the start-up period to determine whether or not a
communication connection request is to be transmitted from
the close range wireless communication unit 308 and to deter-
mine the transmission timing condition if a communication
connection request is to be transmitted. FIG. 13 illustrates an
example of the determination table according to this exem-
plary embodiment. As illustrated in FIG. 13, the determina-
tion table contains information associated with the acquired
information concerning the start-up availability state and the
start-up period, which includes availability of transmission of
a communication connection request and a waiting period.
The availability of transmission indicates whether or not the
information terminal 300 will transmit a communication con-
nection request from the close range wireless communication
unit 308 after S1202. The waiting period indicates a waiting
period from the time when the processing of S1202 is per-
formed to the time when the information terminal 300 trans-
mits a communication connection request through the close
range wireless communication unit 308. In the illustrated
example of the processing sequence, since the start-up avail-
ability state is “0: Available” and the start-up period is “7
seconds”, the transmission conditions of No. 1 are deter-
mined, and the waiting period is determined to be “7 sec-
onds”.

In S1203, the control unit 301 of the information terminal
300 waits for a certain period of time in accordance with a
waiting period condition in the transmission timing condition
determined in S1202. In a case where the station function of
the close range wireless communication unit 308 is not
enabled, the control unit 301 may start the station function. In
addition, an indication of start up from the power-off state and
the remaining waiting period may be displayed on the display
unit 304 to notify the user of the time when communication
connection based on a wireless LAN will be established. FIG.
14 illustrates an example of the remaining time notification
screen displayed on the display unit 304. The control unit 301
of the information terminal 300 may count down the remain-
ing time on the screen and notify the user of the remaining
time in real time.

The details of the handover process executed between the
communication device 100 and the information terminal 300
according to this exemplary embodiment have been described
with reference to FIG. 12.

The exemplary embodiment described above enables the
information terminal 300 to be controlled to transmit a com-
munication connection request for a wireless LAN in accor-
dance with the time when the communication device 100
completes the start up of the access point function of the close
range wireless communication unit 108. In addition, a user
may also be notified of the remaining time of the waiting
period. Accordingly, the information terminal 300 may
execute transmission control of a communication connection
request for a wireless LAN at an optimum time in the han-
dover process.

According to the present invention, a procedure for estab-
lishing communication may be performed at an appropriate
time.

Other Embodiments

In the foregoing exemplary embodiments, a description
has been given of an example in which the start time of the
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transmission of a connection request is delayed and the num-
ber of retries of a connection request is increased to extend the
time taken for the information terminal 300 to determine that
connection with the communication device 100 is not pos-
sible, thereby making the time required for the communica-
tion device 100 to complete the start up of the access point
function. This is merely an example. For example, the timeout
period may be changed based on the power supply start-up
state and start-up availability state obtained from the commu-
nication device 100 via close proximity wireless communi-
cation. In this case, a table (FIG. 17) obtained by adding the
timeout periods corresponding to the respective power supply
start-up states and start-up availability states to the table illus-
trated in FIG. 8 is recorded in advance. The table illustrated in
FIG. 17 may be referred to, thereby implementing appropri-
ate setting of the timeout period.

Embodiments of the present invention can also be realized
by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads out and
executes computer executable instructions recorded on a stor-
age medium (e.g., non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium) to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s) of the present invention, and
by a method performed by the computer of the system or
apparatus by, for example, reading out and executing the
computer executable instructions from the storage medium to
perform the functions of one or more of the above-described
embodiment(s). The computer may comprise one or more of
a central processing unit (CPU), micro processing unit
(MPU), or other circuitry, and may include a network of
separate computers or separate computer processors. The
computer executable instructions may be provided to the
computer, for example, from a network or the storage
medium. The storage medium may include, for example, one
or more of a hard disk, a random-access memory (RAM), a
read only memory (ROM), a storage of distributed computing
systems, an optical disk (such as a compact disc (CD), digital
versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a flash
memory device, a memory card, and the like.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-286682 filed Dec. 28, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing apparatus, for communicat-
ing with a communication device using a first wireless com-
munication protocol and a second wireless communication
protocol different from the first wireless communication pro-
tocol,

comprising:

a first wireless communication unit configured to use the
first wireless communication protocol and configured to
receive information, relating to a start-up state of the
communication device, from the communication device
using the first wireless communication protocol;

a second wireless communication unit configured to use
the second wireless communication protocol; and

a control unit configured to control a sequence for estab-
lishing connection, using the second wireless commu-
nication unit and the second wireless communication
protocol, with the communication device,

wherein, in the sequence for establishing the connection
using the second wireless communication unit and the
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second wireless communication protocol, the control
unit waits for a waiting period before transmitting a
connection request, the waiting period being different
according to a content of the received information relat-
ing to the start-up state of the communication device,
and

wherein in a case where the second wireless communica-

tion unit is disabled when the information relating to the
start-up state of the communication device is received,
the control unit performs control to enable the second
wireless communication unit without waiting for the
waiting period.

2. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the information, relating to the start-up state
of the communication device, indicates whether or not the
communication device can be returned from a power-off state
to a power-on state at the time the information is received.

3. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the information, relating to the start-up state
of the communication device, indicates the time required for
the communication device to reach a state in which it can
perform communication using the second wireless commu-
nication protocol.

4. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the information, relating to the start-up state
of the communication device, indicates whether the commu-
nication device is in a power-on state or a power-off state.

5. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 4, wherein the information, relating to the start-up state
of'the communication device, indicates whether the power-on
state is a standby state or a normal state.

6. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein the first wireless communication unit is
configured to initiate power-on processing in the communi-
cation device, in a case where the start-up state of the com-
munication device is the power-off state or the standby state.

7. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 6, wherein a request for establishment of the connec-
tion, using the second wireless communication protocol, with
the second wireless communication unit is a request for par-
ticipation in a network, based on the second wireless com-
munication protocol, which is configured by the communica-
tion device.

8. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 7, wherein the network is a wireless local area network.

9. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 5, wherein the first wireless communication unit is
configured to supply electric power to the communication
device to cause the communication device to enter the power-
on state using the electric power supplied from the first wire-
less communication unit.

10. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1,

wherein the first wireless communication unit is config-

ured to supply electric power to the communication
device.

11. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the first wireless communication unit is
arranged to target a shorter communication distance than the
second wireless communication unit.

12. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1,

wherein the first wireless communication unit is config-

ured to share parameters with the communication
device, the parameters being used for establishing the
communication with the communication device and
wherein the control unit is configured to use the received
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parameters in the sequence for establishing the connec-
tion, using the second wireless communication unit and
the second wireless communication protocol, with the
communication device.

13. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein, in the sequence for establishing the connec-
tion using the second wireless communication unit and the
second wireless communication protocol, the control unit is
configured to change a waiting period for a response to the
connection request, according to the content of the received
information relating to the start-up state of the communica-
tion device.

14. The information processing apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein in the sequence for establishing the connec-
tion using the second wireless communication unit and the
second wireless communication protocol, the control unit is
configured to perform control to retry transmitting the con-
nection request in a case where no response to the connection
request is received, and

wherein the control unit is configured to change a number

of retries according to the content of the received infor-
mation relating to the start-up state of the communica-
tion device.

15. A control method for an information processing appa-
ratus comprising a first wireless communication unit and a
second wireless communication unit, for communicating
with a communication device using a first wireless commu-
nication protocol and a second wireless communication pro-
tocol different from the first wireless communication proto-
col,

comprising:

receiving information, relating to a start-up state of the

communication device, from the communication device
using the first wireless communication unit and the first
wireless communication protocol; and

executing a sequence for establishing connection, using the

second wireless communication unit and the second
wireless communication protocol, with the communica-
tion device,

waiting for a waiting period before transmitting a connec-

tion request, in the sequence for establishing the connec-
tion using the second wireless communication unit and
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the second wireless communication protocol, the wait-
ing period being different according to a content of the
received information relating to the start-up state of the
communication device, and

enabling the second wireless communication unit without
waiting for the waiting period in a case where the second
wireless communication unit is disabled when the infor-
mation relating to the start-up state of the communica-
tion device is received.

16. A computer-readable non-transitory recording medium
storing a program which on execution by a programmable
information processing apparatus comprising a first wireless
communication unit and a second wireless communication
unit causes the information processing apparatus, for com-
municating with a communication device using a first wire-
less communication protocol and a second wireless commu-
nication protocol different from the first wireless
communication protocol, to implement a following method;
receiving information, relating to a start-up state of the com-
munication device, from the communication device using the
first wireless communication unit and the first wireless com-
munication protocol; and

executing a sequence for establishing connection, using the
second wireless connection unit and the second wireless
communication protocol, with the communication
device,

waiting for a waiting period before transmitting a connec-
tion request, in the sequence for establishing the connec-
tion using the second wireless communication unit and
the second wireless communication protocol, the wait-
ing period being different according to a content of the
received information relating to the start-up state of the
communication device, and

enabling the second wireless communication unit without
waiting for the waiting period in a case where the second
wireless communication unit is disabled when the infor-
mation relating to the start-up state of the communica-
tion device is received.
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